Some Aspects of the Northern Province
overL.E.60 to pay off the arrears of taxes of the indigent
in the Sukkot Sub-District of Haifa. This communal
spirit is by no means an Arab characteristic, the Arab
being by nature individual rather than social. Despite
this virtue, the Nubians are cantankerous and quarrelsome
over small matters, particularly over land, however
valueless. The scarcity of cultivable land has produced
a veritable land-hunger, which is often most unneighbourly.
At the same time there is a very remarkable absence of
theft and a readiness to work unusual in the Sudan, both
of which may be attributed to the absence of a slave
class, particularly in Dongola and Haifa.
Nomads
The most important of the nomadic or semi-nomadic
tribes are the ELabbabish in Dongola and Meroe, the
Gerrarish partly in Dongola and partly in Haifa, and the
Hassania and Ababda in Southern and Berha Districts.
Except for the Ababda, these tribes do not take kindly to
military service, although many of the Kabbabish are to
be found in the Police forces of the Northern Province.
The Ababda at the time of the recon quest of the Sudan
provided the bulk of the irregular forces which served
under Lord Kitchener. Since then, besides serving as
guides -and trackers in the Palestine campaign against the
Turks, they have provided the Sudan Government with
a number of officers, mamurs and mounted police.
Occupations
While the nomads are chiefly dependent on the camel-
carrying trade, in which, owing to the high freight charges,
they are still able to compete successfully with the railway
and the motor car, ninety per cent of the sedentaries are
engaged in agriculture in which they have reached a
relatively high standard through long experience, natural
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